
A Note from the President

It has been a privilege and an honor to serve as President of The
Old Depot Association. We have accomplished many notable
endeavors this year such as additions to the Whistlestop Garden,
completing the AV System in the Caboose, and getting our name
out through grants to our local schools and awareness through
special tours of the Depot We have also applied for Grants to
complete the inside of the caboose and to paint the Old Depot.

Many have worked together to further our success through
memberships and volunteering. 

Special thanks to Allison Amatangelo, Pat Box and Joan Tolley for
taking the lead in creating our beautiful quilt. Thank you to Scott
Ford at Classic Event Rentals for donating the tent every year for
the musicians at the Black Mountain Arts and Crafts Show. Thank
you to our local musicians, who donate their time to help us raise
money at our festivals.

Thank you to the Chamber of Commerce for fielding calls and
giving out information about our fundraisers. Thank you to the
Board of Alderman and Business to Business for supporting the
Old Depot Association.

We are looking forward to our upcoming Centennial Celebration.
More on that soon!

See you at the Membership meeting in May.

Jennifer L. Holt, President

Treasurer

The Old Depot Association is a 501(c)(3) organization.  All the money we
raise thru membership dues and our special events and projects go to
maintaining our historic depot and encouraging arts and crafts in the
Swannanoa Valley thru educational grants.
 
Lynn Deese, Treasurer

Education Committee

The most enjoyable part of The Old Depot Association mission is to foster
traditional arts in the area. This mission is accomplished by providing an
outlet for local artists and crafters in the Old Depot Gallery and by the
awarding of grants to the local schools for arts-related projects.



This year, the education committee received unprecedented 
applications, both in quality and in amounts of funds requested 
from the local schools. Thanks to the volunteers, sales from the 
Gallery, a quilt raffle, membership dues and particularly the success
of the Black Mountain Arts & Crafts Show held the first weekend 
in June, we were in a position to fund most of the requests. One of 
the most exciting projects was the 2 performances by the African 
American Dance Ensemble.This is a nationally known group based
in Durham, NC. Norm Bossert, principal of Black Mountain 
Elementary School, who had requested the grant, invited other 
schools and the general public to the performances. Black Mountain 
Recreation and Parks, brought people from the Senior Center, 
handled publicity and provided lunch for the cast between the
morning and afternoon performances.

Black Mountain Primary School’s outstanding grant proposal was
the 2nd grade photography project. The classes toured the Caboose
Museum, which Len Baker, Board Secretary, hosted.  Jack Keys,
Board member and photographer, spoke to the classes and showed
them some vintage cameras and train photographs. The class
project will be to photographs trains and historic buildings. When
the photos are finished and framed, they will be exhibited in the
Old Depot Gallery. Be sure to come by and enjoy the class’
exhibition.

The Old Depot Association is proud to announce its Grants to local
schools for arts related projects. Awards went to the following
schools:

ArtSpace Charter Schools- $500-To provide a variety of musical
experiences using local professional musicians on instruments
from the symphony orchestra and to expand their music library
video and audio resources.

Black Mountain Elementary School- $1800-Two performances by The
African American Ensemble
Black Mountain Primary School- $2535- Students will develop a story
then make jointed puppets to depict what the story is about.
2nd Grade buddies of “K” students will work together to create a puppet
show. The 2nd graders will use their camera skill to photo the puppets as
part of the photo project.

Buncombe Community School East- $310- Students will learn about color
theory and create Kaleidoscopes, fabric and paper marbling and the art or
fabric Batik.

Charles D. Owen High School- $1000- The annual Spring Musical,
Theater Department,  L’il Abner.

Charles D. Owen Middle School- $1200- The 7th Graders will develop,
write and perform their stories about bullying.  This program will meet
several requirements of the NC State standards for theater arts and
language arts.

Allison Amatangelo & Fred Selph, Education Committee

Building and Grounds

This has been another busy year for the Building and Grounds committee
but we are not finished yet.  We have planted numerous potting plants,
perennials and annuals.  The beds were turned with manure and additional
mulch was placed around the plants.  During the summer we discovered
that the recirculating water in the Fountain was evaporating.  This problem
was fixed with an automatic refilling system.  Most of the flower beds
have underground drip systems.  This will make it easier for volunteers to
water.  

Plans for this coming year include painting The Depot building and
repairing the historic window at the rear of the gallery that was broken by



vandals.  As part of the communities need for sustainable water
usage in this time of increased water shortage, The Old Depot is
planning water harvesting through a system of storm water
collection. We plan to replace the buildings gutters allowing storm
water to be collected in barrels to water the gardens.  Additionally,
I want to extend the brick pavers around the back of the building in
planned phases.

The Town of Black Mountain has added stop signs to Sutton Ave.
which have slowed traffic that had become quite dangerous.  This
encourages visitors to cross the street to enjoy The Depot, the
Caboose Museum and the Whistle Stop Garden.

Our late March annual cleanup concentrated on the inside of the
building, dusting and cleaning the carpet since it was so cold
outside. Later that week volunteers picked up trash and cleaned the
garden areas. Thanks to all who came out to help, The Depot was
ready for its April 1st opening.  Thanks again!!

Len Baker, Building & Grounds 

Volunteers

Founded in 1976, The Old Depot Gallery Association’s mission is
to preserve, maintain, and enhance the building, grounds and
Caboose at this site. The historic depot building and the local crafts
displayed within are the great attraction of The Old Depot Gallery.
None of this, however, would be possible without the invaluable
assistance of its volunteer members. Some volunteers serve on the
governing board whose members determine expenditures and
funding needs, others help with many other  tasks. The annual
juried Arts & Crafts Show is organized by a volunteer committee.
A volunteer coordinates funding to local schools to encourage Arts
& Crafts experiences for the children. Other volunteers donate time
as salespeople in the Gallery, assist at fundraisers or help with 

maintenance and security projects, plant window boxes and bake cakes. 

The Old Depot Gallery Association is always in need of volunteers! Come
and join us for this valuable work at one of the most cherished places in
Black Mountain. Did we say it is also fun!! Contact us at 828-669-6583.

    WHY I VOLUNTEER AT THE OLD DEPOT

Soon after retiring from the School District of Palm Beach County,
Florida, in 2002, and spending my first fall in Black Mountain, I was
asked if I would take a shift cooking hotdogs at one of the annual
fundraiser events at the Old Depot (someone on the Board had heard that I
was cook). I accepted the offer to cook for a two hour shift and at the
conclusion of my shift, I told a board member that I would be pleased to
cook anytime I was needed.

Several cooking experiences later, and after hearing more about the Old
Depot Association's purpose and mission, I became a member of
the association.  I have just completed  a one year term as a board member
and hope to soon be trained for working in the gallery on a regular basis.
It has been a privilege to volunteer and to learn more about my new
community and its history.
 
Submitted by Fred Selph

  THE CABOOSE RAILROAD MUSEUM  

The Norfolk and Western Bay Window Caboose owned by the Old Depot
Association at the foot of Cherry Street at its intersection with Sutton
Avenue has been restored inside and out. The caboose started its life in
1960 for the Nickel Plate Road Railroad and was transferred to the
Norfolk and Western Railroad which then merged with the Southern
Railroad to become the Norfolk Southern Line. 



 In the last two years the Old Depot Association restored the
caboose as it was during its Norfolk and Western tour of duty.  We
have installed a heat pump and old photographs of the railroad and
depot. We also have a DVD player inside which is currently
showing "The Coming of the Railroad to the Swannanoa Valley".
The DVD was produced by the Video Club of Owen High School
using a $2000 grant by the Old Depot Association.  The movie
consists of still photos with narration similar to the Civil War
Documentary by Ken Burns.  Work is in progress to place
interviews with persons familiar with the history of the  railroad in
the Swannanoa Valley onto DVDs for future showings.  The
photographs are very interesting and portray life in Black
Mountain at the turn of the last  century through today.  Of
particular interest to me are two photographs taken of the whole
town from a mountain to the south of town.  One was copyrighted
in  1907 and the other in 1910.  The Old Depot can be seen in the
1910 photo but not in the 1907 photo.  From these photos and other
knowledge we can infer that the Old Depot was constructed around
1909. We will be celebrating the centennial of the Old Depot in
2009. At the desk of the Old Depot the key to the Caboose is
available.

Jack Keyes, Caboose committee 

Black Mountain Arts and
Crafts Show

The Black Mountain Arts and Crafts Show is a product of our
community’s rich history of nurturing mountain and heritage
crafts.  The show has become recognized across the Southeast for
its quality and diversity.  The eleventh  annual production of the
show is set for June 7th – 8th, 2008 in downtown Black Mountain. 
As in years past, show spaces will be along Sutton Avenue and
beyond, to include the Municipal Parking Lot.

The hundreds of applications received from top quality artists and crafters
reflect the popularity of this juried event. From the total number of
applications, only 65 applicants will be selected.  The selection decisions
will be based upon demonstrated talent with an eye toward variety of
artistic creations presented.  The success of the show has been underlined
by the fact that nearly one-half of all the vendors have been those who
have returned year after year.  

Some of the returning crafters have included: Sherry Reed, a noted maker
of jewelry; Bruce Rosen, builder of fine furniture; Anna Cannon, who is
uncommonly skillful at re-caning those treasured old chairs from times
gone by; Larry Counts, broom-maker; and Brian Evans and Tim Frain,
potters extraordinaire.  Come see this year what new wonders there will be
to tickle the fancy and excite the admiration!



Highlights of the show, which as always is free and open to the
public, will include artist demonstrations, food vendors, and foot-
tapping music to be held under the tent in the Municipal Parking
Lot. 

The times for the show will be:  Saturday June 7th (10 a.m. to 6
p.m.) and Sunday June 8th (10 a.m. to 5 p.m.).  If we are blessed
with fair weather, we can confidently expect to attract more than
5,000 visitors to the Black Mountain Arts & Crafts Show. 

Quilt Committee

The Board realized that we would no longer be able to
obtain a quilt from our long time supplier for the annual raffle, we
discussed alternatives. Pat Box proposed that we make a quilt
ourselves. She was joined by board members Lynn Deese, Allison
Amatangelo and Gaye Baker who offered to help. We also hoped
to recruit some crafters for the project.  Pat selected a pattern
“Xqisite”, which was from the Ladies’ Art Circle in 1898. She
planned to purchase some of the fabrics and to collect fabric scraps
from board members and crafters, to give the quilt an “Old-Timey”
look.  Joan Tolley, a friend of Allison’s, who has extensive
experience in quilt making, was asked to help. 
Work got underway in October, when we met at Pat’s house to
begin cutting and sewing the blocks. Workshops followed at
Allison’s and Joan’s houses. In November, the basic blocks were
completed and arranged on a queen-size bed to see how they
would fit together. We decided that having all the blocks oriented
in the same direction was pretty boring, so we started turning some
of the blocks. The final version has an “X” in the center, chevrons
of the purchased blue and brown fabrics “crossed “with the scrap
fabric blocks. We had been working on an idea of Joan’s to make a
border with the pieces we had cut off while making the basic
squares. It all came together in time to be presented to the Board of
Directors and to name our pattern “R.R. Xing” in honor of The

Black Mountain Train Depot. The quilt top was completed soon after the
first of the year and the real work began – hand quilting. The quilt was set
up in the back room of the Depot while it was closed for the season. Joan,
Pat and Allison were joined by Mary Knight in the quilting. The Quilt will
be presented at the General Membership meeting on May. 18.

Be sure to come by and see the quilt and, more importantly, buy lots of
raffle tickets! You may end up with the original “R.R. Xing” in your
bedroom.  

Allison Amatangelo & Pat Box, Quilt Committee

Special Events

We celebrated our 14th annual Fall!! By The Tracks festival in October
2007. The purpose of this festival is community involvement and family
fun and we achieved it! The WNC Model Railroaders, crafter
demonstrations, musicians, cakewalk and fresh apple cider were a hit
again, as in years past. The children really enjoyed the beanbag games and
the face and pumpkin painting.

The Sourwood Festival was held in August of 2007. We sold hamburgers
and hotdogs Friday evening, Saturday and Sunday. The beginning of the
festival started out cold and rainy, but really picked up later on. We knew
it was a successful event when we ran out of food.

The 2007 quilt winner was John Doerr of Florida, who had us send the
quilt to his daughter Jennifer, in Bridgewater Massachusetts, as a
Christmas present. This just goes to show that we will mail the quilt
anywhere.

2008 SPECIAL EVENTS

The Black Mountain Art Show is June 7th & 8th.



Park Rhythms is on July 24th   (new for us this year)
The Sourwood Festival will be August 8-10 and 
Fall!! By The Tracks will be held October 18th.

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered for these special
events. 

If you can help with any of our Fundraising Events, Please call
Jennifer Holt at 828-230-8613 or
The Old Depot at 828-669-6583

Jennifer L. Holt, President

NORFOLK SOUTHERN’S LAWMEN BAND WILL
PERFORM AT ARTS AND CRAFTS SHOW 

 
Norfolk Southern Corporation’s Lawmen Band will bring their
unique blend of railroad songs, country, folk, bluegrass and rock
music to the Black Mountain Arts and Crafts show Saturday, June
7, 2008.  The Lawmen will take the stage at 1:00 PM in the
Municipal parking lot across from the Old Depot.
 
“We love to perform locally whenever we get a chance,” said Dale
McCoy, Canton native and lead guitarist for the Lawmen.  “Most
of the guys in the band are from this area and we just don’t get a
chance to play locally very often, so when we do, we consider it to
be a real treat.”
 
Based in Canton, N.C., The Lawmen are Dale McCoy, electric
guitar, banjo and vocals; ET Jackson, rhythm guitar, electric guitar
and lead vocals; Mark Crawford, five-string electric bass guitar
and harmony vocals; Freddie James, drums and vocals; and Myron
Smith, electric pedal steel guitar and vocals.
 
The earliest NS Lawmen got its start in the 1950s, and the name
reflected the fact that its members also served as railroad

policemen.  Today’s Lawmen no longer wear badge or carry guns, but
they do give some 200 arresting performances each year across the
country, appearing on television programs and in venues ranging from the
Grand Ole Opry to the Smithsonian Institution.
Visit the Lawmen at www.norfolksouthernlawmen.com

From The Gallery

The 2008 season is here and we are looking forward to a successful year.
Come see what’s new at the gallery and support our local crafters. 
 
 Introducing three new crafters to the gallery: Harriet McKenna  who does
Swedish Weaving; Joseph Meigs watercolor artist; Lucille Rogers, a new
crafter at the age of 92, makes pine needle baskets.  Since Lucille could
not find any books on making pine needle baskets, she had to rely on her
memory of when she was ten years old watching her mother make them.
 
I would also like to thank our dedicated group of volunteers:  Pat Box,
Harriet Herrick, Gaye Baker, Allison Amatangelo, Martha Murphy, Petra
Lopes, Jack Keys, K Kidwell David Bornman, and employee Marilee
Ossip.  Without their hard work and dedication, the gallery would not be
open.  
 
Thankfully, our volunteer staff is growing this year.  Welcome Joan
Tolley, Len Baker and John Roller.  We are always looking for volunteers
for the gallery. Volunteers commit to 3 1/2 hours a week or substitutes fill
in where needed. Training is provided, if interested call Yvonne at
828-669-6583.
 
Remember members of The Old Depot Association receive 10% off their
purchases at the gallery.
 
Yvonne Hale, Gallery Manager

General Membership Meeting 



The 2008 annual general membership meeting will be held
Sunday, May 18, 2008 at 3 P.M. at the Whistle Stop Garden by the
Old Depot.  A special invitation is given to new members, previous
members, purchasers of engraved bricks, which helped fund the
Whistle Stop Garden and anyone who would like to learn more
about The Old Depot Association. The grand opening of the
Caboose Museum will be celebrated.  A short meeting will follow
to elect new Board members.  Refreshments will be served!

Gaye Baker, Volunteer

Membership

The Old Depot’s annual membership drive is currently underway. Helping
to maintain The Black Mountain Train Depot, as an historic and
community landmark is a laudable decision. Association membership’s
confer upon participants a certain pride and sense of accomplishment in
recognizing and preserving regional culture. On a practical level
membership also entitles one to a 10% discount on most gallery purchases.
This year the Association is celebrating 32 years of years of community
service. The preservation of The Depot and supporting the heritage arts in
the Swannanoa Valley has been its goal. Since 1976 we have had a great
group of committed volunteers to help meet these goals. In 2009 The
Black Mountain Train Depot will be 100 years old. Join the Association in
its efforts to make this a special celebration!

David Bornman, membership.

Membership
Old Depot Association

207 Sutton Avenue
Black Mountain, NC 28711

Name_________________________ Volunteer: Yes __ No__

Address_________________________ Phone:______

Passenger $20        Engineer $40            Conductor $30
Benefactor $50           Special Title $100           .

All donations are tax deductible
Please enclose this form with your check  

Make checks payable to The Old Depot Association
Thank You for your donation of a stamped envelope.


